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Notice of Annual General Meeting 2015 
VPWAS is proud to be partnering with Island Health on the STOP HIV/AIDS Program on Vancouver Island. The 
STOP HIV/AIDS Program represents a dynamic era change in HIV/AIDS and co-infections service delivery. You 
are invited to learn more about this new venture and join in the movement of peer navigation, prevention and 
education. 

Notice is hereby given that the 2015 Annual General Meeting of the Vancouver Island Persons Living 
with HIV/AIDS Society (VPWAS) will be held: 

July 23, 2015 
6:30 pm 

James Bay New Horizons Centre 
234 Menzies Street, Victoria, BC 

Accessible by Victoria Transit; Bus numbers 3, 27, 28 and 30 

The Annual General Meeting is open to all VPWAS members and community partners. 

Guest Speaker:  
Sophie Bannar-Martin, MPH  
Manager, STOP HIV & BBD | Island Health 

Light snacks and refreshments will be served 

Contact:  
phone: 250.382.7927 

e-mail: support@vpwas.org 

Vancouver Island PWA Society acknowledges the territory of Esquimalt and Songhees 
Nations (their ancestral families consisting of the Teechamitsa, Kosampson, 
Swangwhung, Chilcowitch, Whyomilth, Chakonein, Kakyaakan, and Chewhaytsum).  It 
is these families who had established villages and used the territory for hunting, 
fishing, berry picking, and ritual and cleansing sites prior to Captain Vancouver’s 
arrival in June of 1792 and later James Douglas establishing a colony in 1849. As 
Victoria is a large urban centre VPWAS also recognizes families with 
Kwakwaka’wakw, Nuu-chah-nulth and Metis Ancestry.  
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The Vancouver Island Persons Living with HIV/AIDS Society (VPWAS) is the only peer based HIV/AIDS organization 
on Vancouver Island, and has been providing peer support and treatment information to persons living with 
HIV/AIDS for over 20 years. 
 
We are a Social-profit (non-profit), member based organization made up of people living with HIV (PLHIV) and co-
infections. A volunteer Board of Directors, all of whom are living with HIV/AIDS, governs our Society. This is to 
ensure the stability of our grassroots philosophy of ‘By PLHIV for PLHIV’, in keeping with our person-centred 
support model of service. 
 
Join the Board 
A board of directors is a group of people who come together for a common cause. They are people committed to 
the provision of programs and services for people affected by the issue. In that work, the board has multiple 
responsibilities: 
 

x Providing vision and direction for the Society; 
x Ensuring that the membership is informed, heard and their needs are met as best is possible; 
x Ensuring that the financial matters of the Society are well-managed; 
x Ensuring that the Society has sufficient funds to operate; and 
x Ensuring that staff and volunteers are supported and supervised in order for the best programs and 

services to flourish 
 
A board of directors is made up of people. As human beings we all want to contribute the best of what we have 
toward the people we serve. We also seek to be involved and to create environments that benefit everyone. 
And we want to feel good about who we are and what we do. We want to be appreciated.  
 
In our work, we need to keep in the front of our minds that we are all people, and we all have a stake in our 
efforts. 
 
Interested in joining the board and making a difference for POZ folks living in Victoria and on Vancouver 
Island? 
 
Contact Piotr Burek with a short statement (200 words) explaining why you are seeking a position on the Board 
of Directors of VPWAS along with a brief resume of experience and accomplishments by July 20, 2015. 
 
 
 
Piotr Burek 
Vancouver Island Persons Living with HIV/AIDS Society (VPWAS)  
101-1139 Yates Street 
Coast Salish Territory 
Victoria, BC  V8V 3N2 
 
Phone: 250.382.7927 
Toll Free: 1.877.382.7927 
Email: support@vpwas.org 
 


