
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
 
 
Youth Unleashing Power 
a pozitive youth symposium  
June 4 – 8, 2018  
Springbrooke Retreat and Conference Centre 
Langley, British Columbia 
 
 

Welcome  
 
It is a pleasure to invite you to the third annual Youth Unleashing Power: a pozitive youth 
symposium, a gathering for Canadians aged 18-32, who are living with HIV and/or 
Hepatitis C. A project of the Vancouver Island Persons Living with HIV/AIDS Society 
(Victoria) in partnership with YouthCo (Vancouver), CANFAR, and ViiV Health Care, this 
national meeting has been organized by and for positive youth, with an emphasis on peer-
based collaborative decision making.  
 
We held our first symposium in 2016 at the University of Victoria, and featured 
presentations on non-disclosure, technology, sexuality, and spirituality. Program 
participants were provided with opportunities for art making and access to 
complementary health care services, including massages throughout both days and a 
community acupuncture clinic.  
 
In 2017, we added an extra day and moved the symposium to a retreat setting on the 
shores of Lake Cowichan. Participants were able to take nature breaks during the week 
as well as enjoy activities like canoeing, swimming, and campfires. Presentations included 
lived experiences of people living with HIV, sharing circles, and a full-day workshop on 
Digital Storytelling (presented by CANFAR).  
 
In 2018, we are grateful to have received a Community Services and Education Grant from 
ViiV Healthcare, which allows us to move the symposium off of the Island. We are excited 
to announce that we will be staying at the Springbrooke Retreat and Conference Centre 
in Langley, BC. The site contains a variety of accommodations, beautiful meeting rooms, 
a swimming pool, sauna, hot tub, and access to acres of nature trails.  
 
We hope you can join us for what will no doubt be a transformative and powerful  
week.  



 
 
This call for abstracts is open to any youth currently living in Canada, aged 18-32, who 
is living with HIV/AIDS, has been diagnosed with Hepatitis C, or both.  
 
The 4-day symposium will feature presenters from across the country who are doing 
radical work for positive folks. There will be opportunities to access self-care as well as 
connect in a casual environment. The project is peer-led, meaning it has been developed 
by and for positive youth through a collaborative process.  
 
We, the organizers, are excited to be able to offer you the opportunity to present to youth 
from across Canada the work that you have been doing in your home community, or on 
an area of interest and relevance to positive youth. The conference has been organized 
by staff and members of the Vancouver Island Persons Living with HIV/AIDS Society.  
 
Presentations will be selected by the planning team, which is made up of 4 positive 
youth and one non-peer administrative support person.  
 

Topics of interest 
 
We would like to suggest the following topics as particularly relevant to this symposium, 
however, we welcome creative and innovative ideas beyond this list:  
 
Disclosure 
Community Organizing + Activism  
Criminalization (intersections of HIV/HCV+ substance use + sex work) 
Healing + Resilience  
Storytelling: Individual + Community Narratives 
Safer Substance Use + Overdose Prevention  

 
Guide for authors 
 
Please limit abstracts to 500 words or less. Abstracts must be submitted in .pdf form.  
 

Important dates 
 
Deadline to submit abstracts: March 30, 2018 
Notification of acceptance: April 15, 2018 
 
 
 
 



Submission Guidelines 
 
Fill out the contact form and send it, along with your written abstract, to 
pozyouth@vpwas.org.  
 
There is no cost to attend the symposium, and presenters will be paid a small 
honorarium. Please see the website for further information about registration and 
making travel arrangements.  
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